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V. 22, a9, %xw. This word has an unfortunte history, It occurs

?.t least a few hundred times in 730 and there it alweys has the meaning
;to demand, to request, to obtain by entreaty”, never ‘to borrow”. In one

single instance alone it is used for borrowing 17 oys WK %W 1 (Ex,
XXII,13) and this one single instance, because it just lippens to describe a
legal relationship and in consequence the word 98® has become current
in all the laws referring to a borrower, and is of evey-day use, has been
the cause of people seeing in the expression 7%k hee, at once the iden
of “to borrow”. But they overlook completely the fom of speech which
is ‘inevitably used. Always, everywhere where 8w means to demand, to
request, i.e., where that which is demanded or asked ‘or, is to completely
leave all connection with its present owner, "w is costrued with nw or
- with «p, it is to come away from the person, But in te one case where it
- means borrow, it is used with BYa, It is only to be talen away from being
with the person, but it still belongs to him. Accordngly when Hannah

entreats God for a child we find repeatedly that: Wydamw, she wants to

wxpress. that what she is begging God to give her, shewill always consider

as remaining belonging to God. In the same way what God demands of
us does really only become our very own in our readiness to give or dedicate

it to God, hence Toy» Ww '7 m (Deut. X.12). But here it very definitely
and expressly says mnawn nwR A%, Just as in Chap. XIL,2 it says 19Xw"
13 97y nX» v, So that it quite definitely means to demand, to ask, and
in no wise whatsoever to borrow.
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